Notes
desired to pay a befitting compliment to the Rajah's officers and
soldiers. At his request Nicholson consented to meet them at a
Durbar [native court or levee] in Lake's house. Lord Roberts,
who was present as one of Nicholson's staff, shall tell us what
happened at the close of the ceremony.
4 "General Mehtab Singh, a near relative of the Rajah, took
his leave, and as the senior in rank at the Durbar was walking
out of the room first, when I observed Nicholson stalk to the
door, put himself in front of Mehtab Singh, and, waving him
back with an authoritative air, prevent him from leaving the
room. The rest of the company then passed out; and when they
had gone Nicholson said to Lake, 'Do you see that General
Mehtab Singh has his shoes on?' Lake replied that he had
noticed the fact, but tried to excuse it. Nicholson, however,
speaking in Hindustani, said, 'There is no possible excuse for
such an act of gross impertinence. Mehtab Singh knows per-
fectly well that he would not venture to step on his own father's
carpet, save barefooted; and he has only committed this breach
of etiquette to-day because he thinks we are not in a position
to resent the insult, and that he can treat us as he would not
have dared to a month ago.9 Mehtab Singh looked extremely
foolish, and stammered out some kind of apology. But Nichol-
son was not to be appeased, and continued, 'If I were the last
Englishman left in Jalandhar, you' (addressing Mehtab Singh)
'should not come into my room with your shoes on.s Then
politely turning to Lake, he added, 'I hope the commissioner
will now allow me to order you to take your shoes off and carry
them out in your own hands, so that your followers may witness
your discomfiture.*
* "Mehtab Singh, completely cowed, meekly did as he was
told. Although, in the kindness of his heart, Lake had at first
endeavoured to smooth matters away, he knew the natives well,
and he readily admitted the 4 wisdom of Nicholson's action.
Indeed, Nicholson's uncompromising bearing on this occasion
proved a great help to Lake, for it had the*best possible effect
on the Kapurthalla people: their manner at once changed and
all disrespect vanished; there was no more swaggering about
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